The Brethren Evangelist. 


n» »*rrniS" rvauaiiTnti nun. 
VOLUME VII* ■' 


"Let Ua go on Upto Perfection." 
ASHLAND, OHIO, SEPTEMBER 30, 1885. 


AXXUM IK A OVA SIB. 


NUMItEK 3fl, 


Ctod Is Light. 

All holy, evpr-lif lng one. 
With a no rented splendor bright 1 

Should toUl darkness quench the «un, 
Thou art my everlasting light, 

Th«u art the only source of day . 

Forgetting thee alone, la night ; 
All thing! for which we hope or pray 

Flow- from thine everlasting light. 

Nearer to thee tny soul would rite, 
Thus she attains her highest flight, 

And as the eagle sunward Hies, 
Seeks thee, her everlaitlog light, 
— T. II ILL. 


The Primitive Church 

Customs. 


and Its 


THB NATIVITY. 

The festival of Christ's nativ- 
ity was generally kept at the 
time that corresponded with pur! ti a n~rulers obliged all persons to 


in the following words : I Peter 
and Paul do make the following 
Constitutions. Let the slaves 
work five days : hot on the Sab- 
bfath day and on the Lord's day 
let them have liaaure to go to 
church tor instructions in piety ; 
let the slaves rest all the great 
week and that which follows — 
lor the one in memory of the 
passion and the other ot the 
resurrection. Let them rest at 
Pentecost, because of the com- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. Let them 
rest on the festival of his birth, 
because on it the unexpected fa- 
vor was granted to men. 

In honor to this day churches 
obliged all members, and Chris 


25th of Do cumber, and the Epi 
pliany ou the 6ih of January. 
This ward, Epiphany, menus be- 
coming manifest, and the festi- 
val takes its origin from tho 
Magi; or philosophers of the 
f East recognising Christ as the 

Savior or foretold by the proph- 
ets and Mows. 

There was some difference of 
opinion as to what day of the 
year Christ was born. One pnrty 
claims that it was on the 24th or 
25th ot May, and the first 
churches of Jerusalem," Egypt, 
Cypress, ami several other cities 
and countries kept the 6th of 
January as the day of Christ's 
nativity instead of the 25ih of 
,.. December^ and the people in 
those limes understood Epiphany 
J ' to mean a celebration of Chriat'a 

birth-day an well aa the day ol 
his baptism. The Latin or 
Western church introduced the 
Christian's celebration. No 
doubt the authority lor keeping 
the 25th of December for Christ ■ 
niiih, in the Latin churches, was 
the records ot births kept in 
the archives ol lionie. A Chria- 
ti.in who was interested iu the 
mutter went there and examined 
the records, and there found, M 
eordhig to bis own statement 
} that Christ was born in Bethle- 

hem, of Judea, on the 25th of 
the Roman mouth corresponding 
with December. Viiththis au- 
thority it became an easy matter 
to establish a separate observance 
commemorating the birth of the 
Savior. 

Christmas, or the Nativity, was 
kept with the greatest veneration 
in the latter part ol the second, 
third, and fourth centuries. 
Chrysoitom styled it the most 
venerable of all festivals, because 
in it Christ was made manifest 
in the flesh, and because Christ 
f could not have been baptized, 

crucified or resurrected and as- 
ceuded on high if he had not 
been born. That Christ should 
die when he was a man wai a 
thing ot natural couacqueuee ; 
but being willing to be made 
man, and take upon him the 
flesh and blood and endure its 
sufferings is beyond imagination 
and conception, and astonishing 
in the highest degree. Without 
controversy, Godliness is a great 
mystery, God was made mani- 
fest in the flesh, as the Apostle 
Paul says. 

Solemn com m unions were al- 
ways held on this day .when its 
observance became established 
iu the church. 

The Apostolic Constitution 
hat a law regarding this festival 


attend religious services, unless 
excused by sickness or infirmity. 
The laws of tbe State prohibited 
all games of a public nature, as 
well as shows, and it was made a 
Sabbath day in the strictest 
sense ; and the services were 
conducted-with such simplicity 
that some think the institution 
Is intended to be a rebuke to 
heathen habits. 

Naziuanzen ssid iu bis exhor- 
tation iu regard to observing this 
festival : 

Let us not effeminately adorn 
ourselves with soit clothing, nor 
jewels nor gold, nor artificial col- 
ors invented to destroy the Di- 
vine image in us : let us not in- 
dulge iu rioting and drunken- 
ness, and let OS not set up our 
lolly tables providing delicasies 
tor the stomach ; nor be enamor- 
ed with the niceties ol cookery 
and precious ointments. But let 
us who worship the Word'ot 
Cod, place our delight in the 
Divine law, ahd such discourses 
are proper and agreeable to the 
present festival. 

(To be Continued.) 


He who acts his strength is 
ntrong, and will be stronger. — 
Guild Court, 

We like barometers, only 
work the other way ; the higher 
we go the higher rises our mer- 
cury.— Donal Grant. 

Who can tell bow many have 
been counted fools simply be- 
cause they were prophets, or how 
much of the madness in the 
world may be the utterance of 
thoughts true and just, but be- 
longing to a region differing 
(mm ours in its nature and 
scenery ? — Adella Cartbcart. 

Things come to the poor that 
can't get iu at the door ot the 
rich. Their money somehow 
blocks it up. It is a great priv- 
ilege to the poor — one that no 
man ever coveted, aud but a 
very tew ever sought to retain 
hut. one that yet many have 
learned to prize.— The PriucesB 
and Curdie. 

Each of us is a distinct flower 
or tree in the spiritual garden of 
God — precious, each tor his own 
sake, in the eyes ot him who is 
even now making us — each of 
us watered and sbone upon and 
filled with lite, for the sake of 
'his flower, bis completed being 
which will blossom out of bim 
at last to tbe glory and pleas- 
ure of the great Gardener. — Un- 
spoken Sermons. 


The Religions World. 

Tbe translation of the Old 
Testament into Japanese will be 
completed early next year. 

The city mission of Berlin 
circulates 75,000 printed ser- 
mons every Snndey rooming. 

It is a significant fact that 
during the but 90 jiears over 29 
lives of. Christ hswe been pub- 
lished in Germany. In none of 
therq it is safe to^jay, has there 
been any improvement on the 
story as told in chwfonr Gospels. 

The Presbytery $f San Fran 
eieco at ils recent session received 
into tellowehip tbe recently or- 
ganized Japanese church ol that 
city. The elder representing 
the church seemed' quite equal in 
intelligence and piety to bis fel- 
low-presbyters. 

A cor res pond Milt writes Irom 
the city of Home : On the 10th 
of June the well fcown and dis- 
tinguished lawyer, Sig. Giuseppe 
Petroni, openly 'professed his 
faith iu Jesua Christ as his Sav- 
ior, in the Protestant church iu 
Home belonging to the Wesley- 
ana. 

The new Methodist church at 
Holly Beach, N. J., was de- 
stroyed by an incendiary fire a 
few uiormug* since. The New 
Presbyterian oborCb was set on 
tire aud destroys aix weeks ago, 
and the people JWicve that the 
oiije-cl ot the niincreant* is to 
embarrass and annoy the relig- 
ious portion ot the community. 

In' 1830 there were only halt a 
million children in the Sunday 
schools ot the United States. 
The lust tiity years have enrolled 
six millions more. Ten ycurs 
or less from now these children 
will help make the laws ol our 
country. That very thought 
should urge patriotic women to 
increased endeavor to have all 
theso children taught the priii 
ciples of temperance. Our most 
important work is for the chil- 
dren. 

lire, Woodwortb, the evangel 
iat, closed a two weeks' meeting 
in a grove twelve miles north 
west ot Muncie, Ind., on Sept. 
21st, preaching to 25,000 people. 
Snch religious excitement was 
never known. The woods rang 
with the shouts ol the new con- 
verts, while here and there lay 
men and women by scores in 
trances, apparently dead. Hun- 
dreds of people from Muncie at- 
tended her meetings and are 
unable to account for what they 
saw. 


is in the discovery that men and 
women lean toward the Dunk 
ard doctrines, and that the in 
difference in the Conservative 
party does not catch them, and 
the formal barriers in the Old 
Order party prohibits them from 
becoming active workers in the 
do ct line. 

The encouragement for the 
Brethren church lies in the fol'- 
iowing expressions: One Baid, 
about three years ago, 'John, I 
ought to do something for my- 
self ; I am gel ting old." He 
and his wife am still spared and 
with all the parties and preach- 
ing, they still stand as very good 
moral men, but outside of tbe 
church. 

Another one says, "A Pro- 
gressive is good enough to ad- 
minister sacred ordinances to 
me." Another, "It would suit 
me to have Progressive preach 
ers pass this way." I know of 
others (outside) who have ex- 
pressed friendly hints toward 
the doctrine. 

Prejudices against the Breth- 
ren and, after we accepted a tew 
of the moat reasonable of the 
old parties, opposition may be 
expected from them. The pos- 
sibility for a peaceful opening 
for our brethren is being more 
and more manifested aa time 
passes. Previon? to this, there 
line been no show for tbe writer 
tor ftnch a work. Others cir- 
cumstanced differently, certainly 
would have had opportunities 
to hasten such a work. 

Where is our nearest neigh 
bora? Where is Allison Har- 
per? Next to him, likely«cotnes 
brother Baughmun. He has a 
recollection of this district. So 
has brother llolainger. Where 
is he ? 

We offer a place of lodging 
tor any one who would be 
pleased to come and see how 
the land lays in Southern Mis- 
souri, and examine the walls 
erected against tho Brethren. 
John Culp. 
Warrensbtirg, Mo. 


Prom an Isolated District. 

Southern Missouri may be 
called an isolated district, but 
there seems to be no reason why 
it should be bo called. There are 
some friends of the doctrine of 
the Duokard church, and espoc 
ialy for the basis that the Breth- 
ren church has chosen, on which 
to otter the terms of salvation, 
as was primitively held by the 
Duukard church. 

Although I feel encouraged, 
ami feel at home in Southern 
Missouri ; yet, not a person is 
known to the writer in all 
Southern Missouri who has ta- 
ken the stand upon the Brethren 
church platform. Where then 
is the encouraging feature ? It 


Tho Mason ton u Dedication. 
The S. S. Convention was ov- 
er, yet many of the attendants 
were still oa hand, aud they with 
the people of the surrounding 
country, composed an unusually 
large congregation to witness 
the dedicatory services, on Sun- 
day Sept. 16th. Bro. Basbor 
appeared to be in good health 
and spirits, and delivered one ot 
his entertaining sermons ou the 
occasion. The discourse was 
not very lengthy yet it embraced 
a history of the manner of tho 
various conditions under which 
the people of God worshiped 
iu all ages of the world ; giving 
the magnificent temple at Jeru- 
salem special attention anil i 
showing that the house of God 
while it should and may properly 
be a grand and beautiful place, 
must, nevertheless, be a house of 
worship and *t a house ot 
"merchandize or a den of 
thieves." The speaker waB just- 
ly severe on some of, the latter- 
day church shows. 

But we cannot, in this connec- 
tion, give a synopsis of the dis- 
course. 


The house is a first- class brick 
structure. We did not learn 
the size, but thiuk it is about 50 
by 60 feet. It is well propor- 
tioned and tastefully finished ; 
it is an ornament to the town 
and community in which it 
■tends. It speaks well for the 
enterprise of the Sterling family 
in particular, and the ■immun- 
ity in general ; and our young 
and enterprising Brotherhood 
throughout may justly feel * 
throb ot* congratulation for hav- 
ing this subut initial and beauti- 
ful Chiistiau temple added to 
its sisters in the different parts 
ot the eountry. It is our hope 
and prayer that God may have 
much glory in, hy -and through 
the first Masoutown Brethren 
Church. 

There was an indebtedness of 
about $1800, about $1500 of 
which was contributed and 
pledged on the day of dedication, 
and brother John Sterling as- 
sumed the payment of the bal- 
ance. The house was densely 
packed, and wo were told the 
town was full of people besides. 
Bro. Bashor is continuing the 
raeetiug. a report of which we 
hope to see from some of the 
Masoutown Brethren. 

After services we came away 
and have been holding meetings 
every evening sinee'at tho Grove 
Meeting house, four mile* south 
of UnioutQWjL Tiu attendance 
has been Very auc. mi raging. 
Through tlu faithful lab ir ot 
Bro. J. D. Guns, the cause at 
this place lias revive! fully one 
hundred per cent since my last 
visit here, which was three years 
ago, and wc are hopeful of its 
returning finally to tho prosper- 
ous state to which it had attained 
before the baneful effects ot 
mandatory legislation came upou 
it. We are now making our 
temporary home With the family 
of Grand- father Davie Mesec, 
who is in his 9-llh year, aud still 
able to walk about, though not 
able to attend church. His hear 
ing is so seriously impaired that 
it would be no satisfaction to 
him to be there. He is one of 
the few prominent Brethren 
with whom we became acquaint- 
ed and worshiped twenty-eight 
years ago. 

Ou Monday next we expect to 
go to Johnstown, aud iu about a 
week from that time to Meyers- 
dale where correspondent will 
please address me. On the 7th 
of October we expect to attend 
the Terra Alta S, S. Convention 
and will probably get home 
about the middle of October. 
More anon. 

P. J. Brown. 
Masoutown, Pa., Sept. 18, 1885. 


Com in mi ion Notices. 
Glbnfdrd, Ohio. — The Bethel 
church will hold its semi-annual 
love feast October 9th, 1885. 
Come. 

A. A, Cobsr. 


The Brethren at West Inde- 
pendence, Hancock county, 0., 
will hold their coinmuuiou on 
Saturday evening, October 3rd. 
All are cordially invited to 


meet with us.- 


Isaac Kilbbfnkr. 


